Although lacking from all the dictionaries of Romanian language that we had accesmdt,

surprisingly¢ from the Encyclopaedia of Romanian Archaeology amcieit History (vol. 3, 2000),

AJISNR SISAA & ¢ awcrdifaticanesifizh I SantiGrekkabemgproximately translatable
asdLINEYSY RS 661 f10 I NRdzyRé +y 202SOGAGS® ta | (S
(for several decades now) a surface research, in other words without digging.

During the last three or four decades, it is more and more used the concept (and the connected
practice) ofcd & & ( S Y| (i Aidich enelahEIai$ aitént of documenting as complete as possible a
well-defined territory, using complementary techniques, gatheringaafhaeological materials in a

grid type system, gathering of data such as those regarding building materials, the study of aerial
imagery, geophysics, geologic pmag. We will not discusany further the problematic of sfematic

field survey, becausethisA f t 0SS (GKS &dzoa2aSOi 2F | RAaAGAYyOG asSo
execution stage

The concept off A Y S| NJ T RIS Yy R&NIBESRS (i dpgtialtyi teEninodgyyweS ONI (i S
created iteversince theinitial designstage of theproject, with the purpose of answering a specific

need. This research project, dedicated ttiraes is alinear project by its very matter of study. The

main problem which arises before the small research team is the dimension aibjket of study:

approx. 150km. If the techniques that are associated @ & a G SYIF G A O FASE R &adz2NBSe.
order to measureas accurate as possiblbe frequencyof inhabiting incertain perimeters Wwhich

are small, because of tha (1 dzZR& Qa RS il KSR { @ KIS KNINDainGe Bt gRxiudedzNII S & €
data for all the length of the Roman frontier, including to identify areas for which there might be a

special inteest for organizing @& @ A G SYF GAO FASE R adz2NBWSeé¢d { dzNBf @
documentation provided blinear field survey isvayinferior to the one obtained by systematic field

survey.

All our outgoings from Bucharest, along the direction @thw2 Yl Yy FTNBYGASNE & SNB
(same as all the drone take offs, that bear the same name), being particularized by a proper name, a
determinative, which correla® to specific activities; thus, we havé{ f I GAY | GRuUME@ AA2Y € 2
aN3IdzNBt S, ew AThedekpsitibrg compendiousc of the field actions is structured in this

manner.

' We only found the formiLJS NA SIS aA 4¢3 gKADK 6@ tiz22 R3I a0y OHDRNBT WH IR dz)
0KS @2 NI Ré¢ DN HIBE) gepuReklly drivimgfrom FrencH; amurse, as a technique term derives

from French.

% We cannot but remark, at least in a footnote, that in Romanian research programs debicafield survey

are lackng, as well as funds oriented towards surfasarvey Given the fact that nowadays the most
redoubtable enemy of historical monuments has becofne LINR INBaasz Ay 20KSNJ g2NRa |
from transportation or energyto the big immovable projects, the institutions of the national archaeological

system (the Culture Minister, the Education Minister, Romanian Academy) have no defence strategy. Recently,

at old problems had added some new ondsge tothe invasion ometal detectors. We are not able to mention

at one field directed research project, on large surfaces (therefmid survey, except for the actin of some

foreign teams, such was the British mission from Noviodunum (Isaccea; see the page
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/research/projects/noviodunynsee also Lockyear et al. 2006), or the
international project fromTroesmigs L 3t Aol 0 f SI RSR vonev.irdedidis arficbryetia.rtséeS E I y RNB
also ALEXANDRESCU, GUGL, 2014), which has a completely foreign team (a fact wéiileittalaithin the

research approach), even if the manager of this project is todey leader of the Classic History and
Archaeology Department from thiastitute of! NOKI S2f 2 3 & +d t NNDI y o



http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/research/projects/noviodunum
http://www.troesmis.arheomedia.ro/

2.1. Slatina Mission

¢KS SaaSyial f-SlalindAle®dndrigs with the pufp&sé df improving the Cooperation

Protocol$d with the county museums (namelyZAS 6 = hf G X ¢ St S2 NMasyinjoldedy ¢ K2 a
our research project. We took advantage of this circumstance, most of all of the fact that we had to

spend two nights in the Slatina area, whilst the time we had left was used for suy@stson the

ht iQa SFAGSNY olFyl12 aSS{TAy3 F2N 02YYdzyAOFGAz2y N
FNRBY GKS 6SaidSNy ol yl o6f{ftN@Synsautadingdzt | = | OARI @I =

Although the study of the communications tbeeen the alutanus (i.e. Alutus the antique name of

the Olt Rivey and thetransalutarus makes no explicit part of our activity projet¢he thing isthat

area cannot escape the attention on any researcher who studies tHecéntury frontier from
western Muntenia. The inclusion of this theme within the project wdudd signified an increase of

the research area from approx. 1000 k(the actual form) to approx. 5000 Kmwhich would have

been completely unfeasible with the actual resources (including time); on the other hand, the use of
any opportunity of informatio regarding the communication tracks between the two defence lines
cannot be but to the benefit of a complete acquaintance wiimes Transalutanughat, like any
20KSNJ YAfAGINE aSidtSYSyidz R2SayQi KI @Sone2yfeée (K
which is actually vital for any military project.

The principal gains of the short investigations on the eastern bank of Olt River, south of Slatina, sums

up to information about the points froma NNXzy 0 SA = 5 NN-Adl Snidl (the >arealaNy 2 | 3
{ LINNYy OSWERSIOGAA RS wW2ao

HPMmPmMP aNNHzyoSA

Figure 2.1.

aNNdzyy SA +Affl 3¢
the reestablished layout of a Roma
water aqueduct

Orthophoto (2012yvith terrain model
(SRTM), levelbetween 75 and 125 m.

® The cooperation protocols are almost compulsory for obtaining Evaluation Authorizarion from the Culture
Minister. Such authorizations can also betained in the absence of protocols, but they take a lot more time
OUKSNBF2NSE NRA{AYy3 (G2 20GFAYy GKS Fdzik2NAT FGA2ya GDSNE
nevertheless, many other reasons to try to establish a collaboration with thal lagthorities, such as

exchanging information about the situation in the field, or the access to the archaeological materials from the
deposits.



One of the members dhe Limes Transalutanus S| Y= | £ SE I y RNHz a. N\NNRIS/a05dk>>  hNE
County Alexandru conjured memories from his youth, abadhbe legends of a capturedpring

Starting from the existing data, including memariabout the area where the rivulethould have

been, (northwestern extremity of the village we were able to find, in plou¢gnd, the remains of a

large sized water pipe (the diameter was estimated0 cm and even better, guided by the locals,

we discovered the capturedpring We went back on the track, towards sotghst which is the

direction toward whichthe identified remains of the Roman pipe were heading; thack ¢

incomplete in this moment YSI adz2NBa wmycn Y O0FAIP Homdod hT O
diameter and the length of the adduction, at the end of this trabkre should have been an

important objective,like avilla rustica for instance. Souteast of the 64 GPSvaypoint tubuli
fragmentswere no longer foundbut itisalsotrugi K § ¢S RARY QG KIFIR GKS ySOS
a thorough search.

Nevertheless, the most striking thing, atNNdzy o SA > A& GKS FI 00 GKFG GKS
inferior flow of Iminog (including a-6 m level breaking), a fact which suggestearly that during
Antiquity Iminog was flowing somewhere towards eastd rot within its present bed

HOMDOH O BNNINY SO GA

In this locality wehave visited theown museum, organizedue to the enthusiasm of an amateur
archaeologist, Traiadorzoliu, who, among othergjas kind enough to show us, from his collection,

Roman patery fragments gathered froh Nt A 0 G S & G NB S edgdl® théowr, iiherd KS y 2 N
thereisalsotheroadthdt S Ra G2 GKS G2dz2NARaGAO NBLX AOF 2F (K¢
diversity of pottery typology and the quality of the archaeological materighegad from a wide

surface, haveonvincedusth i y2NI K 2F 5NN3INySodGA 2y0S SEAaGSR

HOMDPo ® %Ny 2L 3

| ROAASR o6& (GKS alyYS aNX %2Ni2tAdz 6S GAAAGSR | LI
(Olt County), north of theroute KSI RAYy 3 (G2 ¢ dzN}y dz an Bdage R&man 2 S K|
settlement, probably fortified, developed on a surface of over 57 hectares. According to the nature

of the pottery scattered throughout ploughland,is very likelythat the settlement has functioned

during the entire 8 century, incluively afterthe Roman administrationetreated fromthe province;

if most of the pottery is completely typical for tHRoman siteof the 3 century, a part of the

pottery materialgcANBE & 02 f 2 dzZNE ¢ A (i K¢sudgaddihatlthe selemedconinged SR R S
(or was, in any case, reoccupied) until effdo8 the beginning of @ century.

O

HOMOn & . KNNE2SBE Aah2 NRSA {6dgalINNY OSy F G t F NRAKS htd /2
2SS KI @S aSl NOKSRZI &whicthvias dasgsifiedhistéridat nhogiuméent, inkitle & A

List of Historical Monuments (20L00TFl-sBny pon 0 X o6dzi ¢S KI odrSngiskence T 2 dzy R
andi KS f 2 i0 fintlidge tbpbrigm. The Monument was documented before the large works

for damming up OIRiveE ¥ NP Y5, atdkt & pobabl@ covered byrift.

2.1.5. Brief conclusions concerning the field surveys on the Olt eastern terrace

¢KS NBadzZ §a 2F GKS R20dzySydaldAaz2y YIRS Ay htid / 2d
additional information for establishing the conctéon between the two fortified lines; Limes
AlutanusandLimes Transalutanysee fig. 2.2).

a NNHzy 0 SA @A in froht8f$he dagital 8fDacia (hferdRomuld. The documentation of an
adduction over 2 km long, with such a large diameter (20zgyess an important need for potable
water. For now the position of the target objective is not known, being probably beneath dlaem
village. The most probablbypothesis is thaindicating avilla rustica first of all because oits
relatively smalblimensions (which, in a way, might explain why it is unknown).



Five kilometres downriver is located the Roman settlement I NINYy SO0 GA X RA & 02 @SN
Zorzoliu, the recovered pottery demonstrating its functioning during the Roman province.

Considering that such rural objectives were on both sides of the military road, we may assume that
the road started towards east frora position located somewherfacingthe captal, thus crossing

near villa rustca F NBY aNNHzyoSA FyR (GKS aSaidtSySyid TN
archaeological landmark of the road towartdgnes Transalutanus & G2 06S F2dzyR | i

/ Nt YNz adAy3 GKIFIG GKS FAylLf 202S0GA0S 41 a a
Vedea. Within the area of this village were previously discovered (TEODOR 2041317)146e

remains of a watchtower, but the appearance of a much more important objectitieei same area
aK2dz RyQi 0SS SEOf dZRSR®

Approximately 10 km to the soutla second communication channed possiblebetween the

alutanus and transalutarus lines. On ® 1 Q&4 FANR G ( SNMBarke8 bydthe ylaFgd NRA 2 N
settlement (possibly fortified) fromaNy 2 I 31 = GgKAOK Aa €20F30SR NARIKIG
Inferior¢ { t NOSYyA®d 9l ad 2F %Ny2F3F GKSNB | NBgthey 2 G KS NJ
w2Yly &S8SGat SYSy f and AldiartusticATRNR YYA NaBAdKidPdréctioh along wobh

GKAa NRBIR RS@GSt21LISR KFax |G Ada SFHaagSNYy SyRI (¢
whose territory is assumed, for some time now, the existence of a fort. The strong suggestion
proposed by this road does nothing more than to strengthem hilypothesis.

R
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Figure 2.2. Map of the possible connections between the two frontiers, in the area of inferior Olt.

Legend: stag, city (capital of Dacia Inferior, Romula); red squareain fort of Limes Alutanus; black square
points of interest on hies Transalutanus; red poigi A 1 Sa 6 KSNB FTASt R adaNwSea ¢SNB
green pointg archaeological sites from théd3:entury, in preexistent archaeological evidence.

* From where, curiously, derive several isolated numismatic discoveries (asso@atecht5 I OA LYy | YR w2
pottS NE ¢ (a totmlofi7foins from Vespasian to Severus Alexander and another 3 coins from Constantine the

Great to Valentiian (BICHIR 1984, 76, wittferences).

® Preventive researches connected to the modernization of the road Alexa@aracalCraiow, 2012, Mircea

Negru {ittp://cronica.cimec.ro/detail.asp?k=5034&d=Radomire®ii-DN6/E 76Lot-2-Alexandia-Craiova
sectorutMihaiestiCaracaDraghicen2012) @ ¢ KS | OOdzNF 4§ S 2 NI K23IN) LIKe 2F GKS
®LMI 20100TI-s-A-08519.



http://cronica.cimec.ro/detail.asp?k=5034&d=Radomiresti-Olt-DN6/E70-Lot-2-Alexandria-Craiova-sectorul-Mihaiesti-Caracal-Draghiceni-2012
http://cronica.cimec.ro/detail.asp?k=5034&d=Radomiresti-Olt-DN6/E70-Lot-2-Alexandria-Craiova-sectorul-Mihaiesti-Caracal-Draghiceni-2012

2.2.1. Danubeneadow

The trip was made between 112 October, starting from the Danube bank and heading towards
north.

The field surveyegun in PoianaiNage, advancing toward§ KS 0 ANBF G0 F'2oNihe FNRY C
dyke whichhasbeg’ o6 dzA f i Ay (oteBthemartiedndpredingt 6f thdAarfifigaton.

The area of the fort seems completely compromised by the repeated workings for defence against

51 ydzoSQa Tt 22 RIkefafue hdd &@lsoufdSrlinglf RYNJIA 1S GKS TtnQasz ¢
archaeological researches were madleL 2 I Yy . 23RIFY [/ NGNyAOAdz0 T { KNE dz
(south of the dyke) a forest was planted, still young, but thick enough to make the archaeological
20aSNDIFGA2Y AYLRaaArotSed® 2SS gSNBE F6fS (2 AMRSYUOGAT
nothing else, during the aforementioned workings thimbankment and eastern precinct of the fort

being destroyed ¢ KS F2NIiQa a2dziKSNYy | NBI gl a O20SNBR o8&

Today, the only apparent solution is a drone take off above the fortification, during arseath less
leafs, namely in March, if the difficult field will allow the access; even so, the processing of the aerial
data, in a thick foresull of branchesseemdricky.

An equally deplorable situation can be fountl 2 y 3 o ¢ NI A&d theCagientvethdarkbent o
heading north appearen maps) on its entire length while crossitg Danule grassland &2 km).

The path which was once used only by carriages or small tractors, it is intensively used today by
heavy farm equipment, includinigrge trucks (for international servicés The actual field road is no
longer straight (ast is represented on maps), but it is full of curves, probably determined by the
need to avoid softer areas. Thd track (vallunt?) of the monument can no longer be distinguishe

on the field.

Unfortunately, the Roman linwin the grassland area seems completely lost for research. In the
immediate proximity of the villagthere is a short lengtlg of approx. 100 nt on which part of the
elevation and of theembankment width are still pofiled. It is the only place fronlimes
Transalutanusvhere theembankmentis still preserved on a 1.4 height, but this was also rearranged
(with a bulldozer!) with the purpose of receiving a road that leads to the field. Its western side seems
to be preerved in a more or less unaltered form (fig. 2.3), on a length of almost 10 m, but its eastern
side can no longer be measurediorked as it iswith road-blading,while the dirt is pushed to the

east.

——a239——

Figure 2.3. Topographic section through gmbankmentin Traian village, ata&76 m south of the
county road.

In spring we will nevertheless resume the activity is order to identify some additional elements,
within the perimeterof the villages Poiana and Traian.

" As it is known in literature, according to the Iatéh1(93ntury name of the actual village Poiana.



2.2.2. Crossing Burnasului Plain

ImmeRA L 1St & y2NIK 27F (K 8mbankderkdinbs e\high terace ofDankbs, NI K =
the difference of height between the grassland and the terrace being of 50 m. Unlike those observed
Ay 5 yrdmd&Qlere the embankment is not completelydestroyed, nor preserved at
appreciable heights. The monument can be described as being very flattened, with a profiling of
approx. 1% (0.5 m height on a dissipation of approx. 50 m), in other words being very discrete in the
landscape, practically impdbte to find without a GPS. From heneear Traianvillage until the
immediate closeness of the next locality to the north, Putineiu, ¢éhgbankment is not only very
FELOGSYSRY o6dzi Al R2SayQi ’ 8@hiyhaldihd $he éxceptioisA 6 f S
are represented by theiews atdistance occasioned by the crossiing some (torrent) valleys, as, for
example,Valea R Ny (Oéép Valleyfig. 2.4). In this case, a striking detail is the colouring of the
terrain, which falsely suggest that we fea® ditch between two banRsonce arrived at the spot it
becomes obvious that we are dealing with a bank (darker in colour!) between two lighter coloured
areas. We will not attempt to explain the phenomenon here, just mentioning it for the time being.

Another characteristic of thizallumis the presence of some mounds (as they are marked on the
military maps, older or more recent) right behind tleenbankment (some 1520 m westof the
embankmentQad | EA&0T GKSANI LI2AAGAZYAygHa distahcs liodthe (2 6 |
embankmentQad | EA&X [ff26SR GKSANI AYGSNILINBGIGAZY | &
24). Unlike those observed on other areas of the fronémbankmenté £ A 1S { ONA 2 6 (4SSt
these watchtowers no longer survive, nget as profilé®, or as possible archaeological materials
gathered from ploughland. At least for now, these differences might be interpreted as a distinct
history of thoseembankment segments: some were burnt (at least their watchtowers), some

s S NB y Qeilaber ¢aPegoily seems to belong a good part of the track from Danube to Vedea.

CAIdZNBE HdOnd o C¢iNdDedpydley w2l REé y2NIK 27F

The arrows represent an approximation of the dispersion, in ploughland, of the aacieahknent

®a . dzNgmBaRkmentt A a GKS Yz2ad adNR valyhdf LRSstThaysalyfadyofadleastdzNE 2 F
this is how it is known from the literature; still, this thing is not holdimgrgwhere. Traces of burned adobe

can be found, here and there, practically everywddout the density of the phenomenon has very wide limits,

from very discrete, to extremely obvious (reddish coloured land). South of the Putineiu village, the
embankmentis very discrete.

9According to the usual practices of interpreting the aerialgerg, in other words the lighter coloured terrain

is interpreted as being higher, because it is the first to lose humidity.

10 Obviously, because the mass of collapsed materials from the watchtower wasmaller than that of the
embankment.



The only exceptionat this general rule is the mound Traian Nord, situated at the very edge of
5Fydzo SQad KAIK (GSNNI OSz | 062@3S ¢ NI Aitlstyl ke@ps some @S L
the profile (approx. 0.5 m). The centre of the mound was not tilled, andeheon for this was right

at our foot: a parallelepipedic limestone rock, of 130 x 60 &« &m, carved butapparently
anepigraphi¢’. The dimensions are typical for a militanjlestone but the section of the stone

Aay Qi o0AG aK2dZ R KI @8s poslidhiig, iyt tbdhinth Benankmén® | y & 4 |
indicates a deliberate action, a significant gesture, because this type of rock is lacking completely in

the area and it was probably brought from across Danube.

There are no significant variations to thesdeptions above. A new topographic section was made
over the embankment, in a position situated 2 km north of DN 52, exactly because it seemed to us
that the monument was better preserved. The measurements have confirmed this feeling, the
embankment havirg another 60 cnin height, at a dispersion of 40 m, representing a 1.5% profiling.

At figure 2.5 it is described, with discontinuous lines, the track followed for two days, in plain field,

with a city car on tractor roads. This thing was possible up ¢odbse proximity of the fort from

t dziAYySAdzz ¢gKSNB ¢S adG2LIISR G +#1tESIF ¢20A01% GKA
boggy).

Figure 2.5. The track of tleenbankmentfrom
51 ydzoS G2 / Nf YNYdz &

Legend: dark red linebank; light red; localiation of
0 KS2 deyfRa ¢ LJ2 a A (i erdbgrRrRento S
dottedline ¢ Tracklog file (GB3ine and dot
importantroads; hachure actual localities. EADEM
(levels between 20 and 120 m).

" we managed to free almost completely two sides of the stone, in order to make the measurements. We
RARY QU GNEB G2 ddaNYy AdG 20SNE 06SOldzaS (GKA& ¢2dz R KI @S A
(the weight estimation is d§70 kQ).



We reached the northerbank2 ¥ ¢ 2 (i A O | a ldiig detbus & DN @54. Hi&l@, in the position
specified on mapssahaving a mound behind the émnkment, but also around (especially towards

the valley), we have found a significant quantity of pottery (but a@sostruction materials)enough

to suggest a permanent position of the Roman army, probably as a picket of a very likely bridge over
the boggy valley.

The next stop was at the fort which is south of Putineiu village, near the cemetery. The area of the

fort has not beentiled yG A f 2dzNJ GNALIE &2 GKS | OhGdzZt F2NI O2
despite the fact we had the exact coordinates in GPS. Other useful observations, of high interest,

were nevertheless made; two areas with indubitable traces of human activity eleserved, one at

approx. 186190 m WNW of the fort, and a second one, isolated, (the intermediary area does not
present consistent traces), 50 m west of the fort, expanding over approx. 100 meters, along-a north

south axis. In both areas was aokvledged ot only the frequencyof pottery, but also of the

building materials, the most remarkable being the rolling stone (which completely lacks in the area!),

a clear sign of a road construction. Dealing with two distinctive areas, they cannot be but a small
civilian settlement and a necropolis. The dimensions of the extusos objectivesare symmetrical

with the fort, which is one of the smallest from the frontier (a square with a side of approx. 37
YSGSNBRZ | OO0O2NRAYy3 (2 .hD5!b /(¢(bL/L! MdbphpT FAIJ

Thefield surveyat Putineiu brings a long expected element: the civilian settlement pendant to the

fort. Aswel Y263 (GKS LINBGA2dza | NOKI S2f 2 FecdddofthiskyBed S I NO K
settling down the idea that these settlements weaabsent (which is slightly absurd). We came back

to the place of the fort from Putineiu during our next mission (see further below).

From the position of the fort the ebankment is practically invisible; it is like that ever since Pamfil

t 2 2y A O eoaseqiuénde Dthe lold and repeated ploughing around the village, but also of the
FILOG GKFG Ad R2SayQid 02y il Ay oStiNyeSrBidentifledi tBeNA | £ & =
embankment (positioned 125 m east of the fort), in a positioa 200 m sath. Its profiling, in this

place, near the village, is practically null.

With the same occasion we tried to find, north of the village, the position of a watchtower, observed
on the most recent orthophotos at the edge¥ / Nf YNDdzA 3INF adf+ yRee 5SaLIA
RARY QU YIylF3aSR G2 NBbnlHeweifigld t 20 GA2y ¢S 6 yiSR

HOHDPO® hoASNDI GARMGFE Y2NIK 2F / Nt YNOdzA

North of/ Nf Y Rimdzke research of the dmankment line hada less systematic character. This
fact is owedto the fact thatfor 11 km the ermbankment is superposd by modern roads and field
roads

Figure 2.6. View frorthe Great MoundF N2 Y . Ny SF al z (2¢l NRa SI &



We madea first stop on Movila MaréGreat Moundfrom. Ny S| &aF = AYLINB&aaSR | &
0 OANDdzYFSNBYOS 2F [LIWINRE® np Y YR | KSAIKI
anthropic!) observation post, surely observed (and used) by the Romans. Even if, without any doubt,
the mound shald have belonged to some Prehistoric cultures (BroAge?),the mound is an
excellent opportunity of observation at distance. Our suspicions were confirmed by another stone
with rectangular section, a little smaller than tbee from Mound Traian North, namely 90 x 28 x 28

cm, also anepigraphic. This too is a shaped stone, with regular form, brought from across Danube (it
is the closest source of stone!), and which, without any doubt, was used by the Romans. Its
positioningon the western side of the mound (beneath the top level) also indgtite direction in

which the Roman road should be looked for.

A lastaction, during this mission (conventionally namiddzN} dz a N3 dzNBt S£€ 03 41 &
of the fort fromUrlui Valley The UrluiRivulek & G KS Y2ad AYLRNIFYydG 61 GSN
and Vedea, forming today a chain of artificial ldkés ¢ KS F2NI Aa 2y GKS @I ¢

dominant height, quite well protected naturally, and at a distantewer 300 m of the efmankment,

from which is separated by twealleys. Although systematically tilled, the fort seems relatively well
preserved, being quite visible on the field, first of all because atctinstruction of its paraments

lot of burred adobe was used. The archaeological material can be found in quite large quantities,
especially throughout the surface of the fort, but also on the slopes east of the fort, namely on the
direction of the water, but it is not clear whether they indicatecigilian settlement, or they are
artefactsthat rolled on the slope (a little too far, thou, 91 meters to be exact, for the most remote
position).

We have to underline here that the fort from UrMalleyA & G KS 2yt & 2yS gKAOK
today, d any archaeological investigation.

Figure 27. Detail of theembankmentfrom UrluiValley, illustrating the size of the fragments of
burned adobe, but also the composition, with clear traces of chalk.

12 Checking apidly other data, like the number of localities spred along the water course, and the fact that at
the end of the 18 century (according to Specht map) there were such fillings, as for instaReiagri (today
Troianul), suggest a valley with resousdbat were sufficient also in the past, despite the clime and the steppe
aspect.



It is no surprise that thembankment before thefort (a secondsallun?)is built of burned adobe, in

significant quantities (fig. 2.7). The aspect of burning does not indicat® A NB ¢ = o0dzi NI
deliberate burning of the construction material, in a different place than the construsiieritself.

We have to mentiorthat embankments of this type were studied only for the first and secdmnan

Ages without further analogies in the Roman waotd

We also researched in detailfeontier embankment segment 0f240 m, placedright aboveUrlui
Valley The width of the burned fid (and slightly more elevatgdis of 4-5 m. There were also
observed two positions where the burning extended everorem in the area behind the
embankment, beingg possiblyg the remains of two watchtoweréhe distance between them being
smaller than weexpected™”.

Figue 2.8.

Surface research in
the area ofUrlui
Valley

Legenddark red line
¢ embankmenttrack;
interrupted blueg
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Roman)interrupted
blackc followed track

As before, we identified the traskof chalkin the burned mixture they are interesting, havm as

replica only the Dacian dmankmentfromt 2 y 2 NA OA Mouathind NeanCivchikinavillage™.

The studies made on the field at the last location have conclil@dS 2 R2 NE t §@013f> . SNJ
that the mixture of burned adobe, which contains a lot of calcium, is very hard, similar to a brick,
despite the fact that it idighter and more porousthe mixture is the result of the local conditions,

¥ As a preliminanhypothesiE G KAa oaAyy2@FGA2yé 2F GKS w2Ylya 26SR
The Romans are famous not only for their building standards, but also for their practical spitfiteacaipacity

to adapt to local resources. The sedimentology samplings (see Section 8 of the report) gave interesting
suggestions including about the building of these banks.

The usual distance, from previous researches, should not be smaller thaanmhd#. In this case we are only

300 meters of the fort, and the guard might have been more rigorous.

* See TEODOR et al. 2018ample) report of the field survey in the aresori®rici, with elements of

archeometric analysis of the burned materials.



the chalkstone being almost omnipresenttire area. The appearance of the same aspebtrned

adobe with clear traces of a whitish mater{gkefig. 2.7)¢ had the sure gift of intriguing us; our
attempt of breaking the burned clay boulder from the image, with two boot hits, failed, thus
demonstating a considerable hardness. To our great surprise, we found at the base of the slope
chalkstone basins, at less th&0 m from the embankmentQ& A y T Sdarg M3iblé yhR =
plougHand, and a second one further on, at 127 m WKuvh the same landmd«, revealed by small
unauthorized diggings (probably mgers of detectors at the foot of the slope. | O1 GKSy 6S RA
understood why both were in the valley, but now we got it: there was the resource, calcareous
concretions that appear at a certain pif, therefore easier tobe found in the valley, where the
water had carved in the superior geologic layers. Clarifications of this aspect were made later, in two
distinct missionslabelledasdPutineiu missiort and 6Coring missiort ®

A last episodedTurnua N 3 dzNiBdio& consisted in searching a previously drone revededan

road, north ofUrlui Valley. The track was long and unusually hard (especially for the cdigs2e).

We failed in the attempt of finding the southern segmentiod road, neaUrluirivulet; still the road

was identified on the field, quite difficylon the northern half of the investigated segment, as a very
discrete shrivelling of the earth, sporadically accompanied by supposedly Roman building materials
(including a brickragment).

The research fronrlui Valley ended in a poindast of MocanuluiValley which is very important
because it is the only one for which we kmtwo Roman roads, plus the drankment, in a relatively
restrained perimeter. In this pot was made a new tagyraphic section across the &ankment, our
desire being especially to descritie relationship between the ebankment and the terrain around

it (fig. 2.9);:as we can easily see, despite the facttttre field is slightly slopefl no ditchescan be
observed, on neitheride of the enbankment. The preserved height is, depending on the calculus
method, between B6 and 075 m,at a dissipation of only 2B.m; here, the profiling is a lot bigger
than in other known partsnamely 28%.0n shortg this segment of efbankmentis relatively easy to
observe, even fronsome distance

141.63

r 28.52 J
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Figure2.9. Topographic axis (NVSE)xcross the Romaambankmentin the pointMocanuluiValley

2.3.1. Activitesin the area ofPutineiuvillage

The field activity developed oh6-17 October, with the purpose of completing the previous mission,
including getting back to some points and gathering some details. The first objectives were
connected toPuineiu village hence the (conventional) name of the mission
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Figure2.10.Field survey on the fortlet frofutineiu.

We came back on the place of the fosbuth of the village The surface of intereswas partially

freshly tilled(fig. 2.10)¢ KS F2NIiQa Ll aAdAizy Ay GKS FTASHR gl a 7
the place being almost one meter higher than the surrongdisurfaces. The density of
archaeological materials is normal for a Roman fort (although inferior, for instance, than those found
atUrluiValley.¢ KS Y2aid AYLRNIFYyG 20aSNBFGAZ2Y Aa OGKFG (K
similar manner with those from Urlui Valleywlsing burned adobehere also there is guantitative

difference, in the sense that aPutineiu these traces aresomehow morediscrete. Worthy of

signalling, thefrontier embankment nearby (135 m st of thefort) d2 Say Qi KIF @S Ay AlGa
burned adobe, keeping the characteristics obseratmhg the track from Danube until up her@he

embankment is practically invisible in theroximity of the village, on the fort liri& It was observed

in a positionlocated 700 m SSE of théort, as an extremely discrete shrivelling of the plain,
accompanied by very few artefacts.

The second objective followed Butineiuwas/ N f Y Rivemdgasslandseeking the military facilities
which controlled the crossing of the most important water course between Danube\dpdea.The
previous literature never expressed its point about the subject, exceg®éonfil Polonit, who only

sad that the enbankment could be seen i N f Y §fasslahd, without offering a description or
topographic landmarks. An important suggestion concerning the place where this thing could happen
is offered byPlanurile Director de Tragersheet 3637 from 1930), indicating the ebmnkment
alignment north of the rivuletthe most probable continuation wdd be, of course, in taceto-face
position On the strength of these clugesaking profit ¢ starting with April2014 ¢ of a better
orthophotoplarf® than the previous editionswe were able tosketcha more exact hypothesis
concerning the layout of the ebankmentin the grasslandseefig. 2.11).

o Although we have four sets of orthophotos, at which we can add thosesaible ornGoogle Eartlor Bing,
until now we were not able to locate the fodbeyond any doult ¢ our previous documentation (which
derives fromTEODOR 2018)e fort was located approx. correct{yith an error of approx15 m,considering
the fort centre), but this fact was rather the result of luck than of a certitude.

®*He had disappeared from the landscape siReenfil Poloni© &  (iwhd eglicitly mentioed this thing. Not
completely though, as long as it still appeared Blanurile Director deTragere g¢heet 3637 from 1930).
Anyway, todaythis segment of 600 meters is not visible on any of the accessitiiephotos

*We refer to the notebooks of the topographef Grigore Tocilescul{e manager of the National Museum of
Antiquities at the endof the 19" century), remained unpublished until recentffEODOR 2013ppendix1, for
the passages referring tames Transalututaniis

% We refer to the militaryorthophotos (2012),from which the National Museum of History benefits due to a
protocol betveen the Defence and CultuMinistries



